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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors:	Steve Tyers, Linda Osman, Christine Smith, Charles Munford, Julia Bertram, Claire Hutson
Clerk:  Lee Grant (Minutes)
Cllr Tony Carson for item 4
Cllr Victor Abbott for item 5
Members of the Public: 1

Open forum

No issues raised.

1. Apologies – Marica Lyndon (Tungsten West)

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2025. 

Agreed with the need to change ‘Linda Hutson’ to ‘Claire Hutson’.

Agreed      Proposer:  Cllr Bertram 			Seconder: Cllr Smith                             

3.   Declarations of interest – the Chair pointed out that he is a driver for the Ring and Ride service – item 18.

4.   County Councillor’s report – Tony Carson had forwarded a report to the Clerk today which had been circulated to parish councillors.  Some of the highlights of the report included:

Complaints about Devon County Council - The number of complaints made about DCC that were referred to the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman (LGSCO) increased last year (2024-2025) to 165 compared to 151 the previous year.  LGSCO upheld 85 per cent of complaints, slightly below the previous year’s 89 per cent but still above the average for comparable authorities.  The report shows that education and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) services continue to be the main reasons for complaints. Payments to complainants totalled around £54,000, down from £72,000 in 2023–24. 
Gritting teams on stand-by - Weather conditions are being constantly monitored and gritting teams are ready to be called into action when needed. Preparations started months ago and gritting depots across the county are topped up with almost 24,000 tonnes of salt for the start of the season.  Gritting lorries have been serviced and maintained, and five of the 37 frontline gritters have been replaced with newer models to help improve reliability and reduce maintenance costs. All of these newer gritters feature touchscreen controls to enable drivers to adjust salt spreading rates and the position of their plough attachments without leaving their cab, which improves safety.


5.   District Councillor’s report – Cllr Victor Abbott was taking the place of Cllr Chris Oram at the meeting and a report had been forwarded to the Clerk which had been circulated to parish councillors. Some of the highlights of the report included:

Local Government Reorganisation – Following local debates, Cllr Abbott voted for the 4+5+1 model and therefore did not accept the absorption of all or any Parishes currently within the South Hams into a greater Plymouth.
Tourism - A report covering the South Hams and with national comparators is available.

Fly Tipping - Parishioners are encouraged to report fly-tipping as it helps DCC to respond quickly, deters repeat offenders and protects our shared spaces and supports enforcement efforts.  This is includes issuing Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) to those caught fly-tipping. Offenders can face fines of up to £500 through FPNs, and in some cases, prosecution. 

6.   Police report for October 2025 – Not received.
7.    Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
Our Lengthsman has been very busy out and about clearing gullies and drains from the relentless deposits of leaves and debris.  They are blocked again very quickly at this time of year and a general request is for anyone that sees a grating blocked with leaves to scrape them to one side. 
It appears as though one of the drains under New Road in Lutton is blocked and is likely to need jetting to clear them. This could also be due to a long standing water leak due to a faulty BT manhole cover in Lutton which historically, South West Water has not wanted to touch.  Cllr Bertram will try again with SWW.
The issue of pavements being covered in leaves was raised and how some people had to walk on the road to avoid the slippery paths.  Fallen leaves on roads are classed as contaminated waste and there are restrictions on their disposal. Post meeting note:  Our Lengthsman has cleared the build-up of leaves on the pavement running from Crossways to the Cornwood Inn.
AP1/December 2025 – Cllr Osman to check with SHDC about the procedure for clearing the pavements of leaves.
8.    Snow warden - Cllr Bertram
Cllr Bertram has completed the training and has her the certificate along with the ordering of the hi-viz.  The salt bins are full.  We await the production of a snow plan from Highways.  The litter pick items in the toilets could do with a tidy up and Cllr Tyers agreed to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together.
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together.

9.    Climate Change and Biodiversity – Cllr Bertram 

Cllr Bertram had circulated the ‘The River Yealm Catchment Management Plan’. The goal for the river is to improve its ecological status and this can be ultimately be measured by its fish population habitat for fish. The Yealm is a recognised breeding for salmon and whilst the restoration of salmon populations in the river can only be an aspiration as the outcome is governed by other factors beyond the river we should strive to create the right habitat - “Salmon-ready”

Cllr Osman remarked that she had recently seen a large trout in the river; it is currently the spawning season.

10.    Action point update from the meeting on 4th November 2025
AP3/September 2025 – Cllr Tyers and County Cllr Carson to meet in September 2025 to formulate a response to DCC relating to the transfer of the car park ownership – Completed see item 10.

AP1/October 2025 – The Clerk to visit a local site along with the Lengthsman and resident to agree the best option to resolve the issue of the tree in the gully contributing to flooding – Completed – the Clerk and Lengthsman have met with the resident and a plan for local issues on site causing the flooding (in addition to the gully tree) is being formulated.
AP1/November 2025 – Chair to write to Marica Lyndon at Tungsten West to formally thank them for the £411 contribution towards the HGV sign in Yondertown - Completed.
11.   Transfer of car park ownership 

Cllr Tyers and County Cllr Carson had met with the DCC solicitor to discuss the transfer.  Cllr Tyers had previously sent and highlighted the relevant documentation which the PC felt emboldened its request for the decision to be rescinded.  Although the meeting was positive, the impression was the DCC are unlikely to change their minds.  A written response from DCC is expected in mid-December.  

There was some discussion at the PC meeting about the potential for the Diocese to lease the car park back to the PC and if this was scenario that the PC would want.  The Chair maintained that we should not give up and there was also the possible route of appealing to the Local Authority Ombudsman Service.  Although the Ombudsman decisions are not legally binding, they are a useful ally as the Complaints report from DCC has shown. 

12.  Planning Applications – none

It was noted that DNPA Planning department had contacted the council for their view on a potential housing development in Cornwood.  This was a PIP (Permission in Principle) stage query and part of the application was the possible provision of premises for a village shop.  

The DNPA wanted to know the views of the PC in terms of history of previous shops, whether there was a need or desire for one, etc.  Cllr Osman had replied on behalf of the PC and Chair by the required deadline.
13.  Progress with renovation of the public toilets 

The renovation is complete and the toilets reopened on 11th November 2025.  The project came in on budget.  There is a 6 week defect period when the contractors can fix any faults. The defib is back up on the wall and running.  We still await a response from DNPA to Cllr Tyers request for a contribution towards the renovation costs.  It was noted that DNPA had just received its largest ever capital grant from Government which is intended to go toward the upkeep and maintenance of facilities such as public toilets.

A formal vote of thanks was given to Cllr Hutson for her diligent work.

14.  2026/27 budget proposal – Cllr Osman

Cllr Osman and the Clerk used a similar methodology from previous years by working up a proposal based on year to date figures and forecast end of year calculations.  At the November PC meeting it was felt that more was needed as a contingency for both legal advice relating to the car park ownership and for the impact of the Local Government Reorganisation (which is currently unknown) and the potential removal or addition of assets to the PC.  It was also felt that the budget for S137 monies could also be increased to give us the flexibility to spend money, where appropriate, on items not covered by local government rules.

Cllr Osman and the Clerk revised the budget proposal and Cllr Osman presented it this evening. There was some discussion as to whether the forecast bank balance at the end of 2026/27 was too small and whether we should build a greater reserve through requesting a higher precept. In response, it was recognised that this was a year-end forecast position, not a start of the year one and was also based on the PC spending all of the contingency monies which could be unlikely depending on the outcome of LGR and the conclusion of the car park ownership issue.

The revised and presented 2026/27 budget was agreed by 4 votes to 3.   

15.    Update on local government reorganisation (LGR) – 

The plans of all the parties involved have now been submitted and we await the response from Government.  A letter had been sent to the Government on behalf of 8 of the 13 parishes (including Cornwood) subject to Plymouth City Council’s expansion plans – the letter rejected Plymouth’s offer.

16.	‘Ivybridge Caring’ donation request – this request provided evidence of the benefit to our residents and a donation of £200 was unanimously agreed.

17.	Annual Wassail donation request – this request was for £40 to cover the travel expenses of the performers and a further amount to cover the cost of a pasty and pint afterwards.   A maximum donation of £200 was unanimously agreed to cover both types of expense.

18.	Ivybridge Ring and Ride donation request – this request provided evidence of the benefit to our residents and a donation of £300 was unanimously agreed.

19.	CAB donation request - this request provided evidence of the benefit to our residents and a donation of £300 was unanimously agreed.

20.	Xmas lights switch on arrangements – Cllr Munford

All the preparation was in hand for the event this coming weekend.  The tree and lights were ready, the choir was lined up along with the selected person to turn on the lights.  Refreshments had been purchased and the pub had the mulled wine ready to heat up. The event would start at 5.30pm and lights switch on at 6.00pm.  

The Clerk had advertised via social media and would do so again the day before.  The tree in Lutton had been provided by the Mountain Inn and the PC formally expressed their thanks.

An updated Risk Assessment for this year’s event had been completed by the Clerk and Cllr Munford.

21.  Chairman’s time 

The Chair advised that the current CEO of DNP, Kevin Bishop, was standing down and a high calibre replacement was due to be announced shortly.  DNP are also setting up a new structure called ‘Dartmoor Futures’ which is likely to have a say in the spending of the DNP capital budget.

The Cornwood defib had now formally been taken on by the PC after a handover between the Clerk and SWAST.  The Lutton defib is under a separate arrangement.

22.   Feedback from meetings of external organisation

The Four Rivers Dementia Alliance meets on 15th December via Zoom and our participants are Cllr Bertram and Tyers.

Cllr Tyers confirmed that the Yonge and Rook charities were about to distribute their £30 Xmas donation to pensioners in the parish.  Cllr Tyers suggested that the PC might wish to suggest to the charities if this monetary donation could be spent differently to enable the cash to reach those that need it most.  Cllr Tyers was invited to produce a proposal for how the Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way.

AP3/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to produce a proposal for the February 2026 meeting for how the Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way.

23.    Correspondence 
A resident had contacted the Clerk about the overgrown hedge on Bond Road from the pub down to the bridge on the way to Ivybridge.  He felt this was dangerous to road users and was causing damage to sheds.  This has been a long running issue due to doubts over ownership of the hedges.  The PC had previously addressed it by asking their own contractor to cut the hedge and it was agreed that Cllr Munford arrange this once again.  The Clerk will inform the resident of the action.
AP4/December 2025 – Cllr Munford to arrange the cutting of the hedgerow on Bond Street.
24.    Finance – payments made 30th October to 25th November 2025
	5th Nov 2025
	DSC scaffolding for business disruption
	£580.00



	5th Nov 2025
	NW carpenters – toilet renovation
	£12,276.00

	5th Nov 2025
	Lengthsman – erection of Yondertown sign
	£411.12

	5th Nov 2025
	SHDC playpark inspection Cornwood
	£291.60

	5th Nov 2025
	SHDC playpark inspection Lutton
	£291.60

	5th Nov 2025
	Clerk expenses September and October
	£45.28

	10th Nov 2025
	Village hall broadband
	£14.00

	10th Nov 2025
	Royal British Legion
	£50.00

	11th Nov 2025
	Bank charge
	£4.25


	20th Nov 2025
	NW carpenters – toilet renovation
	£7,154.18


	20th Nov 2025
	Alan Hutson Screwfix seal for toilets
	£23.69

	20th Nov 2025
	FW Jarvis – toilet block electrical work
	£834.00

	24th Nov 2025
	South West Water toilet bill
	£77.84

	24th Nov 2025
	Clerk salary November 2025
	£411.24

	25th Nov 2025
	Clerk homeworking allowance November 2025
	£26.00



Bank payments below were received – 30th October to 25th November 2025

	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	£0.00

	Interest Savings account 2
	£12.63

	Interest 94 day account
	£96.58 (to 30th October 2025)



Other receipts:  1.  P3 £480 and 2.  Scheduled but not yet received, £500 SHDC grant towards asbestos removal due to the environmental impact.

Bank balance as of 25th November 2025  
	Treasurers account
	£3,665.89

	Savings account 1
	£1.28

	Savings account 2
	£2,769.00

	94 day notice savings account 
	£41,702.00   (to 30th October 2025)



* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £973.39 is ring fenced for P3. (includes £480 received in November 2025)
* of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £53.55 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants



Action Point summary

AP1/December 2025 – Cllr Osman to check with SHDC on the procedure for clearing the pavements of leaves.
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together.
AP3/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to produce a proposal for the February 2026 meeting for how the Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way.

AP4/December 2025 – Cllr Munford to arrange the cutting of the hedgerow on Bond Street.


Future Council Meetings

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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