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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 3rd February 2026 

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors:	Steve Tyers, Linda Osman, Charles Munford, Julia Bertram, Claire Hutson
Clerk:  Lee Grant (Minutes)
Cllr Tony Carson for item 4.
Cllr Victor Abbott for item 5.
Members of the Public: 1

Open forum

No issues raised.

Peter Smerdon – DNPA update 

Tom Surrey has been announced as the new Chief Executive of the DNPA.  He joins from the Department of Health and Social Care and previously led the delivery of policy, strategy and legislation for National Parks, Forestry, Common Land and Rights of Way at DEFRA. Tom will take up his new position from Wednesday 18 March 2026.

The Dartmoor Partnership Plan is the single most important policy document for the National Park and is the principal method for ensuring that the statutory purposes and duty are met and provides a mechanism for combining national and local priorities. It must be reviewed every 5 years, and this review is now underway.

1. Apologies – Cllr Christine Smith and post meeting, Marica Lyndon (Tungsten West)

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th December 2025. 

Agreed      Proposer:  Cllr Hutson 			Seconder: Cllr Tyers                             

3.   Declarations of interest – none

4.   County Councillor’s report – Tony Carson will forward a report to the Clerk today which will be circulated to parish councillors.  Some of the highlights of the verbal report included:

Council Tax was 56% of County’s funding in 12 years ago. It now expected to be 82% this year. This means local taxation is increasing and as Government funding goes down, Council Tax must go up to achieve the budget. 


Adult and Children’s Services now account for 80% of the budget and will only get higher with figures showing less births and an aging population.  
On a financial front, Devon’s reserves are £130M, Torbay £74M and Plymouth £650K.  
SEND is an area that has great concerns for the budget team members at County Hall. There is a high risk that the SEND budget will over run with a prediction that could be £73M based on current activity. 
Roads - the current backlog maintenance in Devon alone stands at £385M.  It has been identified that £85m is required to stand still but the allocation to Devon was only £55M. This means another £30m of work to be added to the backlog maintenance. 
Cllr Carson has some Locality Grant funding available and the last date for applications this financial year is 2nd March. 
AP1/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Carson’s locality grant funding before 2nd March 2026.
5.   District Councillor’s report – Cllr Victor Abbott was taking the place of Cllr Chris Oram at the meeting and a report had been forwarded to the Clerk which had been circulated to parish councillors. Some of the highlights of the report included:

Damp and mould - The District Council has a scheme to help tenants and advise landlords on damp and mould in housing. Parish councils are being encouraged to share this campaign with their residents. 

[bookmark: _Hlk220164079]Local Government Reorganisation – Public Consultation on the different proposals put forward will begin in early February for seven weeks. The consultation will include all five proposals that have been submitted, from the District Councils, Devon County Council, Plymouth, Torbay and Exeter. Parish Councils are not being consulted separately, they could submit a response to the consultation on behalf of their parish. 

SHDC also gave a commitment to highlight the consultation to partners and residents, including leafleting all households. A decision on the proposal that will be accepted should be made by Westminster in late spring.

Fly Tipping - Cllr Abbott enquired as to the prevalence of fly tipping in Cornwood and was advised that it does happen with the most recent example of rubbish dumping in the bus stop in Cornwood in the past week.

Grant funding - Cllr Abbott has some Grant funding available and Cornwood PC were welcome to make a bid.
AP2/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Abbott’s grant funding before 2nd March 2026.




6.   Police report for November, December 2025 and January 2026
November 2025:
01/11/25 Vehicle has hit a wall and occupants have fled. 
06/11/25 Missing person report.
December 2025:
15/12/25 Broken down vehicle Bond Street to Moor Cross.
26/12/25 Large tree at Piall Bridge blocking the road.
January 2026:
08/01/26 Fore St Pony shelter blocking the whole road.
13/01/26 Hele Cross to Rook Lane RTC damage only, crashed and stuck in mud after following Sat Nav and then trying to reverse out.

7.    Action point update from the meeting on 4th December 2025
AP1/December 2025 – Cllr Osman to check with SHDC on the procedure for clearing the pavements of leaves – completed.  This can be reported on the SHDC website. Our Lengthsman has cleared the pavements on this occasion.
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – carried forward.
AP3/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to produce a proposal for the February 2026 meeting for how the Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way – carried forward.

AP4/December 2025 – Cllr Munford to arrange the cutting of the hedgerow on Bond Street – completed end of January 2026.

8.    Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
· Damage to Wisdome Bridge – this was caused by a tractor and trailer and after a delay in identifying the responsible party, their details have been passed to DCC. In addition, the owner of the vehicle has been passed the details for DCC and encouraged to contact them proactively.  The damage was repaired within a week by a very helpful team who were able to complete repairs without closing the road.  Sadly, the bridge has since been hit again on both sides.

· The pipe at Torr – Devon Highways completed an expensive piece of maintenance on the pipe several years ago although they failed to extend the pipe (which contains the water run- off from the field above) to the nearby grate.  Our Lengthsman has now completed this after the Chair and Clerk authorised the spend as it was within their budget authority.


· The use of road diversions in the parish – with the plethora of recent planned and unplanned road closures, some residents have queried the process for traffic diversions and how on occasion, they do not seem to be the most logical or practical. It has been explained that a diversion has to take account of all types of vehicles in terms of weight, size etc and a diversion route must be at least as ‘capable’ as the road being closed.  Cllr Osman will place an article on this in the village magazine.

· Potholes – there are many and our local resident, who is accredited to fill the holes, is working hard across the parish and reporting ones outside of his scope to DCC.

· Flooding at Moorcross – continues to be a problem and needs jetting to clear the drains and culverts.  Our Lengthsman has cleared it as a short term measure.

· Flooding at Vicarage Hill – this is caused by an unsurfaced, non-dressed road (locally called Watery Lane) where the water should go into a culvert, under the road and into the drains.  The issue is that during high rainfall, debris blocks the culvert and the water then flows on towards Old Clergy cottages and the school and both can and will flood as we have recently witnessed.  

Devon County Council is responsible for Watery Lane and maintenance sits with the Public Rights of Way (PROW).  An on-site meeting was held with PROW, Highways and the Flood Risk Management team who agreed to draw up a scheme to prevent the blockage occurring so often. Cornwood PC will then obtain quotes for the works and PROW will fund the works if they can afford to do so.  

· Freedom of Information request – we have submitted an FOI request to DCC to establish the occasions when roads have been closed for planned and unplanned work.  A response is due imminently and the Clerk will chase it up if it doesn’t arrive.
9.    Snow warden - Cllr Bertram
DCC have confirmed that the damaged grit bin at Torr will be replaced and refilled.  The 10 bins have been checked and 7 need topping up.  A local resident is happy to do the refills with the help of Cllr Munford.

10.    Climate Change and Biodiversity – Cllr Bertram 

The Spring 2025 results from WildFish SmartRivers are in. It makes for interesting reading, with the Dance Fly Hemerodromia found at Mark’s Bridge with only 911 records nationally.  The scarce Black-legged Water-Snipefly, Ibisia marginata has been recorded at Popples Bridge, with only 1,136 records in the UK. Plus a rare leech at Puslinch Bridge. 

11.   Transfer of car park ownership 

Cllr Tyers and County Cllr Carson had met with the DCC solicitor in late November to discuss the transfer and a written response from DCC was expected in mid-December.  The response was only received by Cllr Carson today after he chased.  Cllr Carson will send it to the Clerk to circulate to our PC councillors and we will then decide on the next steps.

[bookmark: _GoBack]12.  Planning Applications 

The previously submitted PIP (Permission in Principle) application for up to 3 houses in Chipple Park, Lutton, has been approved by SHDC in January 2026.  In addition, the DNPA Planning department had contacted the council in November 2025 for their view on a potential housing development in Cornwood.  This was also a PIP (Permission in Principle) stage query and part of the application was the possible provision of premises for a village shop.  

The developer fears that the application has stalled within the DNPA Planning department although it is not clear why. The Parish Council continues to support the proposal and Cllr Osman will update Peter Smerdon from DNPA on the matter with the hope that he can find out if there is a delay.

13.  Possible change to the funding of the CILCA Clerk course – Cllr Osman/Chair

The cost of the course is £2500 including the training course fees and overtime for the Clerk to complete the coursework within 12 months.  The course starts in February 2026.  Cornwood PC had previously agreed and budgeted for 50% of the cost, £1,250, with Shaugh Prior PC meeting the other 50% as our Clerk had recently take up the post of Clerk there.

Our Clerk has left the position of Clerk at Shaugh Prior and subsequently, there is a shortfall of £1,250.  A decision on whether Cornwood PC will meet the full cost was needed now as the course starts later this month.  On a vote it was agreed unanimously that Cornwood PC would meet the full cost of the CILCA course of £2500.

14.  Crossways hard surface – Cllr Osman

Several options have been put forward for replacing the broken slabs at Crossways. Wet pour has been discounted due to invasive tree roots.  We could potentially secure a grant from Cllrs Carson and Abbott to help with the cost.

AP3/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to work with the Chair to come up with some costed proposals for Crossways renovation for consideration by the end of February 2026.

15.  Painting of the bus shelters - Cllr Osman

Our Lengthsman has costed various options which have been circulated to councillors.  We could potentially secure a grant from Cllrs Carson and Abbott to help with the cost.

AP4/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to decide on the best options for the bus shelters renovation for consideration by the end of February 2026.

16.  Flood project update – Cllr Osman

The project group comprises Cllrs Osman, Smith and Bertram.  They are in the process of producing a map of current known risk areas and produce mitigation measures. They have a training/awareness course booked for 26th March 2026.  A ‘drain gang’ of at present, 8 members, will meet on Friday 6th February for the first time and will aim to improve reporting and maintenance of the gullies and buddles in the parish.


17.	Request from the River Yealm Water Quality Group for donation of £452 
The River Yealm Water Quality Group (RYWQG) monitor the water quality of the river and support the River Fly Project. Volunteers continue to regularly sample the water quality at 20 sites on the Yealm and the findings have been published. The River Fly project surveys aquatic invertebrate diversity along the length of the River Yealm which provides a direct measure of ecological health which can then be mapped against pollutant concentrations and habitat status. 
The RYWQG have requested a donation from Cornwood PC of £452 in the 2026/27 financial year as a contribution towards the project.  Previous debates in the PC have highlighted that Cornwood residents cannot access the Yealm and questioned whether we should therefore contribute to it financially.  In contrast, Cllr Bertram pointed out that the PC has a legal responsibility to support climate change and biodiversity and she felt that the PC was currently failing to do that.  Supporting other local organisations helps to demonstrate our commitment to biodiversity and meet our responsibilities as a PC.
On a vote, 5 Councillors supported the payment and one abstained. The Clerk will arrange payment of £452 from S137 monies in the 2026/27 financial year.

18.	Consultation on the future of Shaugh Prior primary school 
Cornwood school has an active interest in this issue as it part of the same  Moorsway Federation and a small number of children from the Shaugh Prior school now attend Cornwood school.  A recent consultation exercise on the future of the school is about to close.  There was a suggestion from within Shaugh Prior that the school might be used for SEND pupils or as a community/educational facility in the future. This PC unanimously supported the proposed closure of Shaugh Prior School as being in the best interests of local primary school provision.
AP5/February 2026 – The Chair to write to the Consultation Exercise to support the proposed closure of Shaugh Prior School as being in the best interests of local primary school provision.
19.	Approval and adoption of council policies 
The Clerk explained that it was a new requirement for the 2026 AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Review return that all parish councils have a Data Protection policy as well as an IT policy.  It also best practice to have an Equality and Diversity policy.  The Clerk has produced bespoke versions for Cornwood PC based on the National Association of Local Councils templates. Some queries were raised on the IT and Data Protection policies and the Clerk will amend accordingly.  In addition, it was felt that it would be useful if the Clerk could produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.

On a vote it was agreed unanimously that Cornwood PC approved and adopted the 3 policies.

AP6/February 2026 - The Clerk to produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.




20.    Update on local government reorganisation (LGR) 

The Clerk will circulate details of the imminent Government consultation exercise on all the proposals for Devon with the exercise concluding at the end of March 2026.  Parish councils are not statutory consultees.  Details of the consultation will be posted on Facebook and the PC website.

21.  Chairman’s time – No items.

22.   Feedback from meetings of external organisation - No items.

23.    Correspondence 
· A Cornwood resident queried the hedge cutting in Bond St – advised it was completed on 25th January.

· Email correspondence from a resident relating to the damage to Wisdome Bridge – concluded.

· Email correspondence from a resident relating to blocked drains alongside Storridge Wood – progressed and resident updated.

· Email from CAB thanking the PC for the donation in December 2025.

24.    Finance – 26th November 2025 to 26th January 2026

· The bank reconciliation has been completed by the Clerk and Cllr Smith in January 2026 for the period August 2025 to December 2025. Copied to Councillors.

· The precept request for 2026/27 was submitted on 23rd December 2025.

Bank payments authorised 26th November 2025 to 26th January 2026:

	28/11/2025
	AG Penn toilet cleaning
	£100.00

	01/12/2025
	Tesco Lee Mill – Xmas lights refreshments
	£150.88

	09/12/2025
	Village hall broadband contribution
	£14.00

	12/12/2025
	Bank charges
	£4.25

	15/12/2025
	Charles Munford – Xmas lights equipment
	£366.01

	15/12/2025
	Citizens Advice donation
	£300.00

	15/12/2025
	Village hall meetings Oct/Nov/Dec
	£72.00

	15/12/2025
	Ivybridge Ring and Ride donation
	£300.00

	15/12/2025
	Ivybridge Caring donation
	£200.00

	15/12/2025
	James Friend Lengthsman bill October and November
	£602.88

	23/12/2025
	HMRC – Clerk PAYE Quarter 3
	£381.75

	23/12/2025
	Clerk salary December
	£478.74

	29/12/2025
	Clerk homework allowance December
	£26.00

	29/12/2025
	AG Penn toilet cleaning
	£100.00

	09/01/2026
	Village hall broadband contribution
	£14.00

	12/01/2026
	New defib battery for Cornwood
	£336.00

	12/01/2026
	Bank charges
	£4.25

	13/01/2026
	Colourbridge printers – Print of ‘Councils Explained’ for Clerk
	£9.36

	26/01/2026
	Clerk homework allowance December
	£26.00



Bank payments below were received – 26th November 2025 to 26th January 2026

	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	£0.00

	Interest Savings account 2
	£3.00 (for December and January)

	Interest 94 day account
	£103.28 (for December 2025)



Other receipts:  28/11/2025 - £500 SHDC grant towards asbestos-containing material  removal from the toilets due to the environmental impact.

Bank balance as of 26th January 2026

	Treasurers account
	£2,179.77

	Savings account 1
	£1.28

	Savings account 2
	£1,272.00

	94 day notice savings account 
	£41,965.00   



* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £973.39 is ring fenced for P3. (includes £480 received in November 2025)
* of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £53.55 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants

Action Point summary

AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together.
AP3/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to produce a proposal for the February 2026 meeting for how Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way.

AP1/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Carson’s locality grant funding by the end of February 2026.

AP2/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Abbott’s grant funding by the end of February 2026.
AP3/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to work with the Chair to come up with some costed proposals for Crossways renovation for consideration at the March 2026 PC meeting.

AP4/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to come up with some costed proposals for bus shelters renovation for consideration at the March 2026 PC meeting.

AP5/February 2026 – The Chair to write to the Consultation Exercise to support the proposed closure of Shaugh Prior School as being in the best interests of local primary school provision.
AP6/February 2026 - The Clerk to produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.

Future Council Meetings

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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