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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors:	Linda Osman, Charles Munford (arrived at 7.35pm), Julia Bertram, Christine Smith
Clerk:  Lee Grant (Minutes)
Cllr Tony Carson for item 4.
Cllr Victor Abbott for item 5.
Members of the Public: 1

Open forum

No issues raised.

1. Apologies – Cllr Steve Tyers and Cllr Claire Hutson

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd February 2026. 

Agreed      Proposer:  Cllr Osman 			Seconder: Cllr Bertram                             

3. Declarations of interest – none

4. County Councillor’s report – Tony Carson forwarded a report to the Clerk today which will be circulated to parish councillors.  Some of the highlights of the verbal report included:

Devon County Council Budget - The DCC Budget was agreed at Full Council on the 24th February 2026. The 2026/27 budget totals £873.2 million, with a 4.99% Council Tax increase and strategic investments in social care, children’s services, and highways.

Key Expenditure Areas – 1/ Children and Young People Services: £268 million, including support for children in care, early help, education services, and foster carer allowances, with a £19.1 million increase.   2/ Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND): £69 million allocated, impacting Band D properties by an extra £89.91. 3/ Highways and Infrastructure: £15 million in new capital funding for targeted maintenance, plus £4 million in revenue for drainage, gully clearance, and vegetation management. 

In addition, Adult Social Care: Costs are impacted by the National Living Wage increase, adding £14.3 million in pressures.

5.   District Councillor’s report – Cllr Victor Abbott was taking the place of Cllr Chris Oram at the meeting and a report had been forwarded to the Clerk which will be circulated to parish councillors. Some of the highlights of the report included:

Fixed Penalty Notices: abandoned vehicles - The first Fixed Penalty Notices for abandoned vehicles have been issued. Enforcement action is being taken where necessary against people who abandon their vehicles. Abandoning a vehicle is an offence and may result in a Fixed Penalty Notice under the Refuse Disposal (Amenity) Act, or further enforcement action.

Caravan dwellers evicted - The District Council has evicted a group of people living unlawfully in caravans on land near Totnes. It follows dozens of complaints from residents about the encampment and activities of the occupants, including threatening behaviour.  Alternative accommodation was discussed with the occupants but was not taken up. Work is also happening to clear the site and prevent the land being used in this way again. 

Budgets - The District Council has a reduction in Government funding of around £0.7m (10.1%) for next year, 2026-27. This is despite the Government stating that across the country there has been a 9.6% real terms increase in core spending power over the three-year financial settlement to 2028-29. The Council has set money aside to replace lost grant funding for economic development and to make provisions for investment in coastal defence.  The council argues that changes will disadvantage rural areas such as the South Hams.

Fly Tipping – Cllr Abbott had forwarded the list of common fly tip sites to the Localities Officer. Four bags of rubble and stone were found in in the parking area off Heathfield Road this week.

6.   Police report for February 2026
21/02/26 - Report of drink driver. Police located the vehicle and driver.
2202/26 - No speech call to Police- On police attendance it turned out it was a call in error and Ambulance had also been called and were in attendance.
25/02/26 - Report of a suspicious very bright light in field at Pit Hill.

7.    Action point update from the meeting on 3rd February 2026
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – carried forward.
AP3/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to produce a proposal for the February 2026 meeting for how Yonge and Rook charities might manage their Xmas donation process in a different way.
It was unanimously agreed that this is an issue to be resolved within the charity itself and should be removed from the PC Minutes.

AP1/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Carson’s locality grant funding by the end of February 2026. Completed and submitted.

AP2/February 2026 – Cornwood councillors to consider possible areas of new work for an application to Cllr Abbott’s grant funding by the end of February 2026. Completed and submitted.

AP3/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to work with the Chair to come up with some costed proposals for Crossways renovation for consideration at the March 2026 PC meeting.
Some proposals have been created and are on hold whilst the PC updates its Asset Register.

AP4/February 2026 – Cllrs Munford and Hutson to come up with some costed proposals for bus shelters renovation for consideration at the March 2026 PC meeting. Completed and submitted as part of the Grants application.

AP5/February 2026 – The Chair to write to the Consultation Exercise to support the proposed closure of Shaugh Prior School as being in the best interests of local primary school provision. Completed.
AP6/February 2026 - The Clerk to produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.
To be completed by the end of March 2026.
8.    Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
There has been persistent flooding over the years in Slade Lane but Devon Highways do not have the funds to address the problem.  The PC is going to co-ordinate its own solution which will involve the removal of a lot of mud on the road which is blocking the drainage buddle.  The biggest issue is where to put the mud as DCC cannot process it. The best option according to Devon County Council is to relocate it on a nearby verge. 
The poor quality road surface at Tesco at Lee Mill is scheduled to be repaired later this month.  
9.    Snow warden - Cllr Bertram
The PPE kit will be with us shortly and will be kept in the Highways Store in the public toilets.

10.    Climate Change and Biodiversity – Cllr Bertram 

The Environment Agency are promoting a ‘Yellow Fish’ initiative whereby an image of a yellow fish is stencilled onto road drains, with eco-friendly spray paint, as a way of reminding people that only water should go down them.  Cllr Bertram is co-ordinating the exercise.

11.	Planning Consultation – discussion on the Planning Consultation 0216/26/CLE, use of a caravan on land at Lucas Wood, Cornwood (previously circulated by the Clerk).
The PC had been asked by planners at SHDC if the caravan in question had been in place for 10 years or more.  The collective memory of the PC councillors was unable to confirm this.  It was agreed that the PC did not want to encourage the use of caravans as dwellings.
AP1/March 2026 – Clerk to advise SHDC planners that the PC could not confirm how long the caravan had been on land at Lucas Wood and to also advise that the PC did not want to encourage the use of caravans as dwellings or this method of circumventing the planning process.


12.	The parish annual meeting and the parish residents meeting 
It was agreed that the parish Annual Meeting (sometimes known as the AGM) would take place before the 5th May PC meeting.  The annual parish residents meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Tuesday 26th May in the village hall.
13.	Approval and adoption of new council policies – Clerk (circulated by the Clerk)

The Clerk explained that it was a new requirement for the 2026 AGAR Annual Governance and Accountability Review return that all parish councils have a Freedom of Information policy as well as a Publication Scheme.  It also best practice to have a Training and Development policy which is primarily aimed at the Clerk as the only employee.  The Clerk has produced bespoke versions for Cornwood PC based on the National Association of Local Councils templates. 

On a vote it was agreed unanimously that Cornwood PC separately approved and adopted the 3 policies.

14.	Local Government Reorganisation 

The Government consultation exercise on all the proposals for Devon concludes at the end of March 2026.  Parish councils are not statutory consultees.  Details of the consultation have been posted on Facebook and the PC website and the Clerk will re-post them as a reminder.

There is a feeling among many but not all local parishes that they are clear on what they do not want – which is to become part of Plymouth – but are less able to determine what they do want from the proposals.  It’s too late now to come up with any further options.  Cllr Abbott said that a leaflet drop is imminent although it is not clear whether this will be a general information leaflet about the consultation or a promotion of a specific option.

There is also a view that some of the proposals have moved away from the original criteria set by the government – an example would be the possible splitting of the parish in which currently covers Brixton and Sherford.  The PC would not make its own submission to the consultation but the Chair suggested that councillors could each make their own submission to show the depth of feeling.

15.   Transfer of car park ownership 

The response from Megan Cross at Devon County Council was disappointing in that it maintained the view that our grievance (on how the car park ownership had been transferred) was without merit.  The next part of the process would be a formal complaint to DCC which the Chair and Cllr Tyers would work on as this was felt to the appropriate option at this stage before seeking legal advice. The next option after the complaints process would be a referral to the local government Ombudsman.  There is little or no evidence that elected members, including John Hart as our County Councillor, were even aware of the matter at the time of the transfer.

The issue of DCC being replaced in 2028 under LGR was raised but it was thought that whoever takes over will be responsible for legacy issues.  There was some discussion at the PC about trying to get the ‘best deal’ for the PC rather than the return of the car park although the Chair felt that we should still be primarily pursuing its return to public ownership.
16.   Chairman’s time

The Chair explained that the PC had been invited to enter a team for a quiz in Ivybridge in mid-March.  The Clerk has co-ordinated and has 3 volunteers from the parish and the Chair suggested that he, Cllr Hutson and her husband could take the final 3 places.

The Chair confirmed that the Clerk would not now be undertaking the CILCA course due to the time commitment involved.  The Clerk has informed Councillors separately.

17.   Feedback from meetings of external organisation - No items.

18.    Correspondence 
A member of the public had enquired about metal detecting on land at Henlake Down which is on the edge of, but not owned by, the parish.  The member of the public has been informed that they need to contact the landowner to ask permission.

There has been a less than favourable review of the Heathfield Community Orchard by Natural England.  It is maintained by volunteers who have struggled with the work required over recent years.  Gillian Glegg (Tree Warden) leads on the volunteer work and will attend the April PC meeting to discuss the matter.  Cllr Osman has since established from checking past records that the orchard is actually a PC asset (through a licence agreement with Delamore Estate) and will be included on the PC asset register.

19.    Finance – Finance - 27th January 2026 to 23rd February 2026

Bank payments authorised 27th January 2026 to 23rd February 2026

	29/01/2026
	DALC course for Clerk
	£36.00

	29/01/2026
	Lengthsman Pipe installation at Torr
	£364.42

	29/01/2026
	Dartmoor Border Morris dancers
	£40.00

	28/01/2025
	Ishbel Penn loo cleaning
	£100.00

	29/01/2026
	John Carlson solar panel sign 
	£145.47

	05/02/2026
	Martin Cooper grass cutting
	£1,730.00

	05/02/2026
	Village hall broadband
	£14.00

	09/02/2026
	Bank charge
	£4.25

	10/02/2026
	Cornwood Inn wassail refreshments
	£192.00

	13/02/2026
	Village hall broadband
	£14.00

	13/02/2026
	DALC course for Clerk
	£36.00

	13/02/2026
	Parish online website hosting
	£420.00

	13/02/2026
	Clerk salary Jan 26
	£519.44

	13/02/2026
	Clerk expenses November 2025 to January 2026
	£51.06

	23/02/2026
	Land registry for Crossways land ownership check
	£7.00




Bank payments below were received – 27th January 2026 to 23rd February 2026

	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	£0

	Interest Savings account 2
	£0.50p

	Interest 95 day account
	£32.31 (to 13th February when it was closed)



Other receipts:  VAT repayment of £5915.54


Bank balance as of 23rd February 2026

The 95 day notice account has been closed and the funds have been moved to 2 x Deposit accounts.  The £42,015.58 currently in those 2 accounts will be placed in an appropriate instant access savings account.

	Treasurers account
	£4,571.41

	Savings account 1
	£0

	Savings account 2
	£1,088.04

	Deposit account 1
	£32,015.58

	Deposit account 2
	£10.000.00




* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £973.39 is ring fenced for P3. (includes £480 received in November 2025)
* of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £53.55 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants


Action Point summary
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – carried forward.
AP6/February 2026 - The Clerk to produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.
To be completed by the end of March 2026.
AP1/March 2026 – Clerk to advise SHDC planners that the PC could not confirm how long the caravan had been on land at Lucas Wood and to also advise that the PC did not want to encourage the use of caravans as dwellings or this method of circumventing the planning process.

Future Council Meetings

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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Minutes of the Part 2 Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 3rd March 2026 

A closed session allows a council to discuss sensitive or confidential matters that cannot be disclosed publicly, such as personnel issues, legal advice, commercial sensitivity or contract negotiations. The public and press are excluded, but the council must create a summary of decisions made during the session.

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors:	Linda Osman, Charles Munford, Julia Bertram, Christine Smith
Clerk:  Lee Grant (Minutes)
Cllr Tony Carson 
Cllr Victor Abbott 

Apologies – Cllr Steve Tyers and Cllr Claire Hutson

Cornwood Permission in Principle (PIP) Planning application 
 
This discussion was held in private because, if the project goes ahead as planned, it could
significantly impact one or more Cornwood residents.  The PIP application is not in the
public domain but if it goes forward with a full planning application, it will be published
through the usual process and considered by the PC in public forum.

Delamore Estate has submitted a PIP to DNPA for up to 10 self-build houses in Cornwood,
some of which will be affordable.  The application contains 5 potential sites for the housing
with the request that DNPA selects the most appropriate site.  The Parish Council had been
told last year by Gavin Dollard, in open forum, that this application was to be made, but no
details were given at that time.

In November 2025, DNPA Planning contacted the PC to ascertain their view on the need
and viability of a shop in Cornwood, because provision of rent-free shop premises was
included in the PIP.   A response was sent (written by Cllr Osman) in support of a local
shop, expressing a view that it would need to be run on a not-for-profit basis to be
sustainable.

No more was heard on the subject until Gavin Dollard contacted Cllr Preston de Mendonca
about the PIP, Preston suggested that Mr Dollard speak to Cllr Osman (as the project lead
for Housing).  Mr Dollard was concerned about a delay in the PIP process because the
developer had been told that a Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) was required to prove
the need as this would be an exception site.

Peter Smerdon spoke to the Planning Officer on behalf of the PC and was able to confirm tous that the lack of an HNA was delaying progress.  Cllr Osman had seen the results of an
HNA carried out by SHDC (as the Housing Authority for Cornwood) back in 2023 which
demonstrated the need for affordable housing in the village.  With the help of Cllr Victor
Abbott, Cllr Osman was able to contact the Affordable Housing Team in SHDC and request
that the HNA was sent to DNPA Planning, which was done.  SHDC said they would also
provide Devon Home Choice data to support the need (Devon Home Choice is a register of
people who qualify for council or housing association houses).  No decision has been made
by DNPA at time of writing.

After discussion tonight, the PC unanimously agreed that there is a need for the housing in
the village and supported the PIP application.  The application would be discussed and
considered in the public forum should it proceed to a full planning application.  Cllr Osman
will continue to liaise with the parties involved as required.

Note: The previously submitted PIP (Permission in Principle) application for up to 3 houses
near Chipple Park, Lutton, was approved by SHDC in January 2026.
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