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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 7th April 2026 

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors: Linda Osman, Julia Bertram, Christine Smith, Claire Hutson
Cllr Tony Carson for item 4.
Cllr Victor Abbott for item 5.
Members of the Public: 1

Open forum

With reference to a planning application to remove a hedgerow at Blachford Farm, an objection was raised by a member of the public to the loss of the hedgerow and removal of any trees. 
 
Presentation by Gill Clegg on the Millenium Orchard  
Since planting, the Heathfield orchard site has been leased from Delamore Estate by the Parish Council for a nominal annual fee. Recently the site had been visited by Natural England and a report given to Delamore Estate suggesting that a formal management plan be put in place. The landowner is amenable to a plan as long as the Parish Council takes responsibility. Gill Clegg as tree warden has taken responsibility for the orchard for the last 25 years but felt she could no longer take the lead in putting together or maintaining a management plan on her own. She has always advertised orchard events in the parish magazine which are generally well supported but maintenance work, feeding trees, mending fences, cutting back, usually only brings a handful of loyal helpers. Work is required to repair tree fences,  replace trees etc. Gill provided the Council with a template of a management plan which requires volunteers to commit their names formally to the plan which Gill and councillors felt was unlikely. It was agreed to continue with volunteers informally for now. Cllr Bertram will review the template and make comments. 
If funding for equipment or materials is required Cllr. Carson informed council that grant applications from his locality budget would be open from May. 
Gill informed the Council that as tree warden she would be attending a free training course run by SHDC at Dartington to identify ancient and notable trees.          

1. Apologies – Cllr Steve Tyers (holiday) Cllr Charles Munford (unwell) Clerk Lee Grant (unwell). Reasons for absences unanimously approved.  Cllr. Hutson to take the minutes in the Clerk’s absence. 

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd March 2026. 

Part 1 and Part 2 Agreed      Proposer:  Cllr Osman 	Seconder: Cllr Bertram                             

3. Declarations of interest – Cllr. De Mendonca (item 14 as Chair of Village Hall)

4. County Councillor’s report – Tony Carson forwarded a report which was circulated to parish councillors.  Some of the highlights of the verbal report included:

The South Hams has seen the third highest population increase, covering all age groups, in Devon after Exeter and East Devon between 2019 and 2024. However we are an aging population, and need to encourage young people to stay and take up careers in the County.  
The proposed Tourist Tax being considered by the Government to apparently support Councils is somewhat controversial bearing in mind much of the local economy in our tourist areas is reliant on our visitors.
Education:  Being ambitious for children and young people is what the Devon County Council are striving for. 
SEND is changing. The Devon SEND Funding Framework, including revised funding values for bands, has been formally agreed. There is a move to increase SEND provision in mainstream schools and a concern that the new centre in Ivybridge may not go ahead. There have been assurances, however, that this project will proceed subject to planning. 
Shaugh Prior Primary: the decision on it’s future is going to cabinet on 5th May. The school will remain a DCC asset whatever the decision.      

5.   District Councillor’s report – Cllr Victor Abbott was taking the place of Cllr Chris Oram at the meeting and a report had been forwarded to the Clerk which will be circulated to parish councillors. Some of the highlights of the report included:

Oil Heating Costs: There is help for low-income families with the increased oil heating costs, which SHDC will distribute through the Crisis and Resilience Fund. The Benefits team have been contacting residents where existing datasets suggest they meet the eligibility criteria of the scheme and will fast-track these applications.
Further information can be found on SHDC website https://www.southhams.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/other-available-support/help-heating-oil   and we would be grateful if you could make your networks aware of the scheme. Officers are working on a delivery plan for the other strands of the Crisis and Resilience Fund and will provide further updates shortly.

Be tick aware: to reduce the chance of getting a tick borne disease like Lyme disease. If you’ve been outdoors, when home check clothing and body, feel for bites or look for small  specks of dirt. Go to NHS website for advice on symptoms and removal or contact GP or NHS 111 if you think you’ve been bitten and feel unwell.     

Leisure Centre Changes: Fusion Lifestyle the leisure centre operator has gone into administration. A short term contract has been awarded to Parkwood Leisure to operate the leisure centres, it will then be up to the new Unitary authority. Parkwood also run centres in Torbay and North Devon. SHDC are working closely with Fusion’s administrator and Parkwood to ensure that the centres, their staff, swim school, fitness classes and memberships continue without any interruption and transfer seamlessly over to Parkwood.  

6.   Police report for March 2026
02/03/26 – Missing person report from Met Police. Checks revealed male was on train back to London
03/03/26 – Person driving with no licence or tax. 
04/03/26- Contact record for controlled burning
06/03/26- 2 vehicle RTC slight injury
15/03/26- call from male with possible dementia
27/03/26- teacher with hyperthermic 16 yr old on moor requesting Dartmoor Rescue
28/03/26 – Concern for male entering the woods

7.    Action point update from the meeting on 3rd March 2026
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – carried forward.
AP6/February 2026 - The Clerk to produce some practical guidance to Councillors on the management and retention of personal information that is received from residents via email.
Completed 
AP1/March 2026 – Clerk to advise SHDC planners that the PC could not confirm how long the caravan had been on land at Lucas Wood and to also advise that the PC did not want to encourage the use of caravans as dwellings or this method of circumventing the planning process. Completed.
8.    Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
Frustration again for residents with another SWW road closure and putting up signs a day in advance of any work starting and signs incorrectly placed. Cllr. Osman wrote to MP Rebecca Smith who contacted SWW to ask for reasons, though the response was unsatisfactory. 
Lengthsman replaced the gate post at the top of Gibb Hill, cost of repair offset against P3 ring fenced money. 
Vehicle Activated Speed Camera data for Lutton & Cornwood summarised in table below 
	LUTTON CAMERA 12 MONTHS 
	

	From Cornwood
55,000 vehicles
	Towards Cornwood (downhill)
85,000 vehicles

	Average Speed = 19 mph
Maximum = 69mph (16/12/25 @ 10.35 am)
	Average Speed = 20.4 mph
Maximum = 59mph (16/06/25 @ 13.13pm)

	<20mph = 81%
<25mph = 95.4%
<30mph = 99.3% 
	<20mph = 68%
<25mph = 92.5%
<30mph = 98.9%

	CORNWOOD CAMERA 12 MONTHS 
	

	From Ivybridge
121,000 vehicles
	Towards Ivybridge
339,000 vehicles

	Average Speed = 19.4mph
Maximum = 49mph (10/10/25 @08.15am)
	Average Speed = 21.6mph
Maximum = 62 mph (13/10/25 @ 10.30am)

	<20mph = 78%
<25mph = 93.6%
<30mph = 99%
	<20mph = 52%
<25mph = 85%
<30mph = 97.7%


Councillors felt the speed cameras were playing an important role in reducing the speed of traffic through the villages.
Another No HGV sign has been installed at the bottom of Rook Lane after an incident of a large Highways vehicle getting stuck in the lane.    
Lengthsman has repaired a collapsed buddle hole in Slade Lane in which blocking had caused the road to flood. 
Cllrs Bertram and Osman had found 3 gullies in Lutton that were completely blocked by stones,the lengthsman couldn’t clear them so he reported to DCC and they were jetted and cleared. 
9.   Date for litter pick - to be carried forward to next meeting 
10.  Climate Change and Biodiversity – Cllr Bertram reported that two parishioners want to start a parish environment group which she fully supports. It will be named PEG&Y- Parish Environmental Group & the Yealm. 

11. Transfer of car park ownership – no further progress at this time. 
12. Planning 1/  Blachford Farm proposed hedgerow removal DNPA PP-14647808 (circulated to councillors on 22nd March). Councillors unanimously agreed that they would object to the loss of a hedgerow, as it values all hedgerows that contribute to biodiversity. 
AP1/April 2026 -    Clerk to respond with an objection to the loss of the Blachford farm hedgerow, as the PC values all hedgerows that contribute to biodiversity.
and 2/ Application for 1-3 homes at Chipple Park, Lutton – SHDC 0896/26/PIP (circulated to councillors on 2nd April). This Permission in Principle application had been re-submitted to make clear that the development could not comply with TTV27 affordable housing requirement.  Essentially, this was the case when previously submitted as the proposal is for open market self- build plots. Further discussion took place and councillors voted in support of the application four in favour, one against.  
AP2/April 2026 - Clerk to respond to planners with approval of the revised PIP for 1-3 homes at Chipple Park, Lutton.
13.	Possible Transfer of community assets. 
Cllr. Osman attended a virtual meeting with South Hams regarding the transfer of community assets, this was after the clerk had submitted a FOI request for information on any contracts, leases etc that may be in place. Transfers related to a particular class of asset, mostly land parcels (not car parks or large buildings and not any asset that generates an income). For an asset, SHDC would transfer for £1, the parish would have to pay the legal fees for the transfer and a lease would be created. The deadline for making any application to transfer is 1st May 2026. There was only one asset owned by SHDC identified in Cornwood which is Crossways Green. Discussion took place on the merits of taking on the green and it was unanimously decided against.        


14.	£1000 donation request from the Cornwood Village hall committee. 
Councillors considered that the village hall was a valuable community asset serving many parishioners who enjoy the wide ranging social activities and weekly coffee stop that take place there and run by volunteers. Currently a separate monthly direct debit of £14 is paid to the village hall as a broadband contribution and it was proposed that this was included in the one off contribution to the hall making it £1168. Unanimously agreed  

15.   Proposed village magazine article – what the PC does and how we spend residents’ money – Cllr Osman. Article approved for parish magazine for May. Also to include date for diary for the Annual Parish Meeting on 26th May at 7.30pm 

16.   Flood Project Update

Cllrs. Bertram & Osman attended a meeting of the Devon and Cornwall Communities Resilience Forum which at County level includes the police, fire services, air ambulance and other groups, to give guidance and advice for preparedness in the event of a wider emergency. A community emergency plan template has been provided which Cllrs. Osman, Bertram and Smith will start to populate and report back to council with a draft for the next meeting. For example Cllr. Osman has already contacted Western Power about what to do in a prolonged power outage and they will visit Cornwood to see if the village hall is suitable for the location of generators. Other hubs that would be considered in the parish are the school, the Mountain Inn, Cornwood Inn and the cricket club. Information about parishioners with certain skills and equipment willing to be contacted in an emergency, would be gathered.       

17.   Local Government Reorganisation: Most councillors had submitted a response to the LGR consultation.   

18.   Chairman’s time: The parish team attended the quiz in Ivybridge and came second. 

19.    Feedback from meetings of external organisation - No items.
20.    Correspondence - None.
21.    Finance – 24th February to 31st March 2026

Bank payments authorised 24th February 2026 to 31st March 2026

	25/02/2026
	Clerk homework allowance
	£26.00

	26/02/2026
	Lengthsman December hours
	£301.44

	26/02/2026
	Clerk salary February 2026
	£465.24

	26/02/2026
	South West Water – public toilets water
	£94.83

	26/02/2026
	Ivybridge Mayor quiz night entry
	£30.50

	02/03/2026
	I Penn toilet cleaning
	£100.00

	09/03/2026
	J Bertram reimbursement for Screwfix strimmer purchases
	£352.00

	09/03/2026
	Lengthsman February hours
	£301.44

	09/03/2026
	Village hall broadband contribution
	£14.00

	16/03/2026
	Bank charges
	£4.25

	20/03/2026
	ICO subscription fee
	£47.00

	25/03/2026
	Mitchelmore Hughes annual ground rent for Lutton playpark
	£50.00

	25/03/2026
	Clerk homework allowance
	£26.00

	30/03/2026
	DALC training course fee J Bertram
	£42.00

	30/03/2026
	HMRC Quarter 4 payroll
	£423.10

	30/03/2026
	Lengthsman – purchase of HGV sign
	£135.36

	30/03/2026
	Clerk salary March 2026
	£411.24

	30/03/2026
	SHDC yearly Clerk payroll service
	£120.00

	30/03/2026
	I Penn toilet cleaning
	£100.00


Bank payments below were received – 24th February to 31st March 2026

	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	£38

	Interest Savings account 2
	Nil

	Interest 95 day account
	Closed



Other receipts:  £1250.00 from South Hams District Council and a further £500.00 was received from Devon CC.  This was towards the flowers and replanting at the public toilets and the bus shelter revamps.

Bank balance as of 31st March 2026

	Treasurers account
	£3,303.01

	Savings account 1
	£1,088.42

	Savings account 2
	£0

	Deposit account 1
	£32,015.58

	Deposit account 2
	£10,000.00




* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £621.39 ring fenced for P3. 
 * of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £553.55 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants (includes the £500 SHDC grant in March 2026)

Other finance information

· The 2025/26 AGAR process begins on 1st April 2026 and the Clerk has been contacted by the external auditors to begin the process.  The Clerk anticipates, as per previous years, that our completed AGAR return will be tabled for approval at the June 2026 PC meeting.

· The 95 day notice account has been closed and the funds have been moved to 2 x Deposit accounts.  The £42,015.58 currently in those 2 accounts will be placed in an appropriate instant access savings account in May 2026.









Action Point Summary 

AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – carried forward
AP1/April 2026 -    Clerk to respond with an objection to the loss of the Blachford farm hedgerow, as the PC values all hedgerows that contribute to biodiversity.
AP2/April 2026 - Clerk to respond to planners with approval of the revised PIP for 1-3 homes at Chipple Park, Lutton.

Future Council Meetings

· The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 5th May 2026 in the Village Hall.  
This will be preceded by the AGM starting at 7.30pm.
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