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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 5th May 2026 

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors: Linda Osman, Julia Bertram, Charles Munford, Claire Hutson, Steve Tyers, 
Clerk Lee Grant for the Minutes
Cllr Victor Abbott for item 5.
Members of the Public: 2

Open forum – no items raised.

1. Apologies – Cllr Smith (holiday). Reason for absence unanimously approved.  In addition, County Cllr Carson was unable to attend due to a funeral.

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th April 2026. 

Agreed      Proposer:  Cllr Osman 	Seconder: Cllr Bertram                             

3. Declarations of interest – none

4. County Councillor’s report – TCllr arson not present.

5. District Councillor’s report – circulated to councillors after the meeting.  Highlights included:

Teenagers - There are two more support talks advertised through SHDC: Community Risks and Family Life.

Arts and Culture Stakeholders  - Nearby Councillor, Nadine Dommett (Ivybridge West), is the Executive Lead on Arts and Culture and recently used the SH facilities to support the arts community. We intend to develop opportunities and to strengthen the sector.

Updates and upgrades - SHDC staff have been refurbishing assets. This was local news some weeks ago but has continued across the District, most closely at Ermington. Cllr Abbott is looking forward to resurfacing and relining of the Ivybridge Car Parks. Staff have also been out Litter Picking, both as staff groups and in supporting local groups.

Kingsbridge works
Due to a significant drainage/ sewage pipe collapse in Kingsbridge, there is temporary free parking (2pm-8am) on the quay to support businesses

It was confirmed that fly tipping in Watery Lane reported to Cllr Abbott had been removed.

Cllr Abbott announced that applications for 2026/27 grants are now open from parish councils.  There are two pots; a project based locality one and a climate change one.

AP1/May 2026 – All councillors to consider worthy projects for an application to the district councillor grant funds.

6. Peter Smerdon DNPA -   report sent to councillors on 4th May.  Highlights from the DNPA annual report included:

· In May 2026, the UK Supreme Court made a landmark ruling on what the Dartmoor Commons Act means for the right to access common land for open air recreation. The ruling provided legal clarity and reaffirmed the Authority’s belief that the right established by the Dartmoor Commons Act 1985 and the phrase ‘open-air recreation’ should be defined to include activities like picnics, birdwatching, sketching the landscape and, the focus of this case, backpack camping.

· DNPs visitor centres at Haytor and Postbridge were recognised at the Devon Tourism Awards 2025. They won Silver and Bronze in the Service of the Year category. On a sadder note, the visitor centre at Princetown closed at the end of October due to rising costs arising from the age and condition of the building.

· In the summer of 2025, the National Park Authority’s Chief Executive and National Park Officer, Dr Kevin Bishop announced that he would stand down at the beginning of 2026.  After a rigorous selection process, it was announced that Tom Surrey had been appointed as its new Chief Executive, and Tom started in March 2026.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]7.   	Police report for April 2026 – not received.
8.        Action point update from the meeting on 3rd March 2026
AP2/December 2025 - Cllr Tyers to buy some plastic storage containers to keep all the litter pick items together – completed – items purchased by the Chair.
AP1/April 2026 -    Clerk to respond with an objection to the loss of the Blachford farm hedgerow, as the PC values all hedgerows that contribute to biodiversity- completed.
AP2/April 2026 - Clerk to respond to planners with approval of the revised PIP for 1-3 homes at Chipple Park, Lutton – completed.
9.    Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
· Cllr Osman will shortly be attending a Highways Assembly run by DCC and will report back at the next PC meeting.
· Wisdome Mill Bridge has been hit by a tractor and trailer leaving unstable capstones which are in danger of falling in the river.  It has been reported to DCC. Nobody has yet owned up.
· Cllr Osman secured a grant from DCC for a gully clearance tool which will be ordered once the funds have arrived.
· Japanese knotweed has been reported as coming out of a resident’s garden and causing some lifting of the tarmac nearby.   The homeowner is aware and DCC have also been advised as they will treat the knotweed on the road (but not in the garden).
· There is no progress to report on the stabilisation works planned for Watery Lane.
· National Grid HAS provided us with crisis packs designed to support communities during periods of power outages.  The packs include torches, thermos flasks, hats, gloves and socks and are stored in the village hall.
10.   Date for litter pick – agreed to do this on a Saturday in September – date TBC.  The PC will provide refreshments. 
11.  Climate Change and Biodiversity – 

Local parishioners have started a parish environment group known as PEG&Y- Parish Environmental Group & the Yealm. An article will appear in the June edition of the village magazine and a dedicated WhatsApp group will be created.  

The national Annual Tree survey is taking place in the parish, starting in the churchyard and then through the parish to identify trees that would be suitable for a TPO (Tree Preservation Order).

12. Transfer of car park ownership – 
The Chair explained that we need to make a formal complaint to DCC about their management of the transfer before an appeal can be made to the Ombudsman.  There is a huge amount of data and documentation that needs assessing and cataloguing first before we can create our complaint.  There may also be the need for more FOI requests.
The Chair suggested using an individual competent in the use of ChatGPT to process what we have and to aid the creation of the complaint.  It would be a discrete and time limited piece of work.  The Chair proposed and it was unanimously agreed to set a maximum budget of £500 for the piece of work – car park expenditure was accounted for in the 2026/27 budget.
13. Planning – the two applications were noted:
· DNPA 0122/26 Mr & Mrs J Orr Daisy Atkin Extension to rear elevation and flat roof terrace area at 8 Abbotts Park, Cornwood, Ivybridge, Devon, PL21 9PP – circulated to councillors on 22nd April 2026.

· Application and consultation invitation for a taller communications mast at Uppaton Farm – PL21 9HS – circulated to councillors on 25th April 2027.

There was discussion on the recent DALC guidance which stated that PCs should not report potential planning breaches on behalf of residents.  This was because it could be perceived as pre-determination by the PC should retrospective permission be sought.  The PC felt that this was not relevant as the PC does not comment on planning applications unless they were of a certain size or related to infrastructure.  
In addition, the PC felt that it could and should act as a conduit for resident’s concerns by, where appropriate, passing those concerns to the district or county councillor.
There was also discussion on the use of caravans as temporary dwellings and the lack of monitoring of this either at parish level or within the planning department.  The temporary dwelling can potentially be a lead in for a more permanent home in the years that follow.
14.  Bus shelter renovations

Cllr Hutson had circulated a series of costed proposals for the Cornwood and Lutton bus shelters.  There was still some uncertainty as to who owned them as at least one may have been built as part of a housing development back in the 1980s under S106 monies. It was agreed to carry on with our plans and it was agreed to keep each as a separate project and aim for under £500 excluding VAT as the only procurement rule was to seek value for money.
There were a few queries outstanding with the quotes which Cllr Hutson would resolve.

15.   Local Government Reorganisation: no further progress at this time

16.   Chairman’s time: nothing to report

17.    Feedback from meetings of external organisation – 
Cllr Abbott and Cllr Bertram will be going to the 4 Rivers Dementia Alliance AGM.  The organisation has also been selected as the chosen charity for the 2026 Delamore Arts Exhibition.
Cllr Tyers queried whether we had received payment from DNPA for the toilet renovation contribution – Cllr Tyers was in communication and will check on progress.
18.    Correspondence – 
· 2 residents on the issue of manure run off on the footpath which leads out of Yondertown towards Houndall (Cornwood Footpath 17) – both residents advised of the contact details of the landowner.

· Possible planning breach in Lutton – both the resident and the PC have advised the Planning department and Planning have confirmed that they will investigate.

· Bushes growing out of the walls on the approach to Yondertown Square and scratching cars - resident advised to contact landowner.

· Request from a resident for plans relating to planning application DNPA 0122/26 Extension to rear elevation and flat roof terrace area at 8 Abbotts Park, Cornwood. Resident directed to DNPA website. 
19.    Finance - 1st April to 28th April 2026

Bank payments authorised 1st April to 28th April 2026

	09/04/2026
	Village hall broadband
	£14.00

	13/04/2026
	Bank charges
	£4.25

	14/04/2026
	Printing of the 2026 AGAR guidance
	£15.55

	16/04/2026
	River Yealm water quality donation
	£452.00

	16/04/2026
	Village hall room hire 2 meetings
	£72.00

	16/04/2026
	DALC 2026 membership
	£442.85

	16/04/2026
	Lengthsman work January 2026
	£301.44

	16/04/2026
	Lengthsman work March 2026
	£301.44

	16/04/2026
	Lengthsman playpark revamp and renovation
	£1,218.46

	16/04/2026
	SHDC 2026 bin emptying fee
	£312.00

	16/04/2026
	Microsoft licence annual renewal
	£84.99

	27/04/2026
	Clerk homework allowance
	£26.00

	28/04/2026
	Ishbel Penn toilet cleaning
	£100.00



Bank payments below were received – 1st April to 28th April 2026

	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	66p

	Interest Savings account 2
	Nil

	Interest 95 day account
	Closed

	Precept 50%
	£14,275.00



Other receipts:  

Bank balance as of 28th April 2026

	Treasurers account
	£4,958.03

	Savings account 1
	£10,364.08

	Savings account 2
	Nil

	Deposit account 1
	£32,015.58

	Deposit account 2
	£10,000.00




* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £292.39 is ring fenced for P3. (March 2026 £328.00 strimmer costs taken off)
* of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £553.55 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants (includes the £500 SHDC grant in March 2026)

Other finance information

· The 95 day notice account has been closed and the funds have been moved to 2 x Deposit accounts.  The £42,015.58 currently in those 2 accounts will be placed in an appropriate instant access savings account in May 2026.

· First 50% of the precept received £14,275.00

Other finance information

· The 2025/26 AGAR process began on 1st April 2026.  The Clerk has now supplied   our internal auditor with almost all the required information and documentation and will work with him through May to enable a signed off internal audit to be presented to the PC in June 2026

· The 95 day notice account has been closed and the funds have been moved to 2 x Deposit accounts both of which mature by mid May.  The £42,015.58 currently in those 2 accounts will be placed in an appropriate instant access savings account.


Action Point Summary 

AP1/May 2026 – All councillors to consider worthy projects for an application to the district councillor grant funds.

Future Council Meetings

· The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 in the Village Hall.  
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