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Minutes of the Cornwood Parish Council meeting
Tuesday 7th July 2026

In attendance
Chair: Preston de Mendonca
Councillors: Linda Osman (minutes), Charles Munford, Claire Hutson, Christine Smith, 
Julia Bertram 
Cllr Carson for item 4.
Members of the Public: 1

Open forum – no items raised.

1. Apologies – Lee Grant (clerk) due to illness. Reason for absence unanimously approved.  Victor Abbott (District Councillor) sent his apologies due to a prior engagement.

2. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd June 2026. 
Agreed		Proposer: Cllr Smith	 	Seconder: Cllr Hutson

3. Declarations of interest – none

4. County Councillor’s report – A written report has been circulated to councillors.  Cllr Carson gave a verbal report including that a public consultation for the proposed speed reduction to 40mph on the B3417 has been approved.  Unrelated to the proposed speed reduction, the B3417 on the hill to Lee Moor has structurally failed.   It will have to be closed for a significant period to install a culvert and rebuild the road from foundation level.

5. District Councillor’s report – A written report has been circulated to councillors IN Cllr Abbott’s absence.  It included information about the new Crisis and Resilience Fund which supports low-income households facing an unexpected financial shock.  Apply online https://www.southhams.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/other-available-support/crisis-and-resilience-fund.  Resurfacing and relining of Ivybridge carparks is taking place during July which is bound to cause some disruption.

6. Police report for June 2026 – It was a busy month in the parish with 4 abandoned 999 calls (all from different numbers); 3 missing person reports; 1 concern for a vulnerable person report; a car overturned due to aquaplaning; 1 report of blackmail / extortion; an intruder alarm activation (probably caused by the weather) and a report of trees being cut-down (this turned out to be authorised work by National Grid to prevent damage to powerlines).
7. Action point update from the meeting on 2nd June 2026

AP1/May 2026 – All councillors to consider worthy projects for an application to the district councillor grant funding.  Complete.  3 suggestions had been made:
· New community pinboards for the 3 bus shelters
· New trees and tree guards for the Millenium Orchard
· Support for a community event in 2027
AP1/July 2026 – Cllr Hutson to cost up pinboards
AP2/July 2026 – Cllr Osman to contact Tree Warden re orchard requirements

In addition, Cllr de Mendonca said that the Cornwood playpark needs work on overhanging trees; a tree causing damage to the perimeter wall and repairs to the surrounding wall.
AP3/July 2026 – Cllr Munford to obtain advice and quote from a tree surgeon so we can apply for grants.

AP1/June 2026 – Clerk to email Delamore estate manager to check on their responsibility for cutting the hedges on the approach to Yondertown Square.  Complete.  In this particular instance, DCC Highways will cut back the hedge when they have a flail in the vicinity.

8. Highway Matters - Cllr Osman
· The lengthsman has located a potential source of recurrent flooding on the main road to Ivybridge near Coriander Cottage.  This will be investigated further and if necessary, a blocked roadside ditch will be dug out after discussion with the adjacent landowner.
· Our 2 pothole fillers laid 0.25 ton of cold-lay tarmac today on Mountain Hill and Bridge Mill Lane (very hot weather to be working outside but the tarmac is easier to handle when warm).
· No progress to report on work to reduce the amount of water coming onto the road at the Watery Lane / Vicarage Hill junction.

9. Climate Change and Biodiversity – Cllr Bertram
There was a unanimous vote in favour of signing a letter of support for an application to South West Water’s Nature Recovery Fund made by Parklife, in partnership with YEM, Devon Wildlife Trust and the National Trust.  The application aims to improve water quality and management and the riparian habitat of the river Piall in our parish, amongst others.  The parish council requested to be recognised as a ‘stakeholder of interest’ in the application which is for £244,000.

Cllr Bertram and our Tree Warden are continuing to identify important and venerable trees in the parish.  Their work has already resulted in a new Tree Protection Order being made, with a hope that others will follow. 

10. Transfer of car park ownership
A review into all the relevant documents will start soon to ascertain whether the parish council has grounds for a formal complaint to Devon County Council.

11. Planning
No new planning applications received.

12. Bus shelter renovations 
Cllr Huston is awaiting a start date for the 4 areas of work.

13. Date for the Litter Pick
This will take place on Saturday 5th September.  
AP4/July 2026 – Cllr Bertram to organise comms
AP5/July 2026 – Cllr Tyers to contact the Cornwood Inn about refreshments

14. Local Government Reorganisation
A decision is expected on 19th July 2026.

15. Chairman’s time
The parish council has received a letter from the landowner of the permissive path that runs from South Cottage (near Cornwood Square) to Heathfield.  People have been using the field as a dog exercise field and are not clearing up after their pets.  The path was closed for several months during lambing due to previous issues with sheep worrying.  It has now reopened but if people do not stick to the rules, it will be permanently closed.  There was unanimous agreement to purchase and put up signs to make that clear.
AP6/July 2026 – Cllrs Bertram and Osman to have signs made and put up.

16. Feedback from meetings of external organisation 
Tungsten West has received a temporary ‘Local Enforcement Position’ (LEP) from the Environment Agency to enable them to begin screening and crushing stockpiles using mobile equipment.  The arrangement is temporary and will only remain in place whilst Tungsten West applies for the appropriate permit changes and develops its permanent processing facilities.  Operating hours restrictions and processing rate limits have been imposed as part of the LEP.

17.    Correspondence 
None received

18.	Finance

Bank payments authorised 27th May to 30th June 2026
	28/05/2026
	Toilet cleaning May
	£100.00

	01/06/2026
	John Parr 2025/26 internal audit
	£255.00

	01/06/2026
	Clerk salary May 2026
	£573.44

	01/06/2026
	SWW water to public toilets
	£87.69

	09/06/2026
	Bank charges
	£4.25

	22/06/2026
	Diamond Disposables toilet supplies
	£120.48

	25/06/2026
	Clerk homeworking allowance
	£26.00

	29/06/2026
	HMRC Quarter 1
	£452.57

	29/06/2026
	Julia Bertram flowers and plants
	£238.89

	29/06/2026
	Lengthsman hours May 2026
	£301.44

	29/06/2026
	Clerk salary June 2026
	£411.24

	29/06/2026
	Toilet cleaning June
	£100.00



Bank payments below were received – 27th May 2026 to 30th June 2026
	Payor
	Amount  £

	Interest Savings account 1
	£17.01

	Interest Savings account 2
	£0.00



Bank balance as of 30th June 2026
	Treasurers account
	£3,578.67

	Savings account 1
	Nil

	Savings account 2
	£47,690.67



* of which £20,000 is ring fenced for special projects
* of which £317.92 is ring fenced for P3. (Includes 19th May P3 payment in of £234.00 and Gibbs Hill fencepost repairs payment)
 * of which £192.01 is held for the Community Tree Nursery. 
* of which £1301.25 is ring fenced for maintenance of DAA lighting unit. 
* of which £314.66 is ring fenced for public toilet garden plants 

Other finance information
The 95 day notice account has been closed and the funds have been moved to our other Lloyds accounts in the short term.  The money will be placed in a Unity Bank savings account.  The application to open that account was completed on 26th May 2026 and should have been opened by 22nd June.  Unity has since asked for more information which the Clerk has provided.

Future Council Meetings

The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 1st September 2026 in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  

Outstanding And New Actions List

· AP1/July 2026 – Cllr Hutson to cost up pinboards for potential grant
· AP2/July 2026 – Cllr Osman to contact Tree Warden re potential grant for orchard
· AP3/July 2026 – Cllr Munford to obtain advice and quote from a tree surgeon re Cornwood play park for potential grant
· AP4/July 2026 – Cllr Bertram to organise comms for litter pick
· AP5/July 2026 – Cllr Tyers to contact the Cornwood Inn about refreshments for litter pick
· AP6/July 2026 – Cllrs Bertram and Osman to have signs made and put up at each end of the permissive path to Heathfield.
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